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Free live streaming by Ustream

-MUTE This Video If You Have An ECHO-

Live Barn Owl Nest Box Cam - San Marcos, CA
This is a live feed of a wild female barn owl named Molly. The owl box is located 15 feet off the ground. The male(McGee)
has a white chest and face. He usually shows up after dark but has spent an entire day with the female. For more
Information about the owls and this cam. Click Here. 

Egg 1 2/13/10 12:15 PM Egg Broke 
Egg 2 Laid 02/16/10 07:23 AM Hatched 03/21/10 11:45 AM Name: Max
Egg 3 Laid 02/18/10 09:13 AM Hatched 03/23/10 6:47 PM Name: Pattison
Egg 4 Laid 02/20/10 11:07 AM Hatched 03/25/10 3:11 PM Name: Austin
Egg 5 Laid 02/22/10 02:00 PM Hatched 03/28/10 12:01 PM Name: Wesley
Egg 6 02/25/10 09:35 AM Est. Hatch 3/28/10 Note: didn't hatch/won't hatch
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What's on your mind...
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gmn 
hers's something else that is cute 
 
http://www.sportsmansparadiseonline.com/Screech_Owl_Nest_Cam2.html

James Hill 
It's 91 degrees here today and a bit stuffy.  I thought I'd share a little humor to cool things off. 
Dancing Queen or Drama Queen?  Owlet you decide... 
 

Bill in SD 
"You Lookin' at me?"

Denise 
One of them just burped!!!  So cute!

Bill in SD 
Looks as if someone is working on bringing up a pellet.

Jan Lipert 
Looks like they're ALL working on pellets!

Birdlover 
I'm wondering if a pellet is coming.

David Edward Coffield 
All four looking

Denise 
What a BEAUTIFUL photo!  Thank you!

Kasey 
Great photo!

Regina Llop 
Does anyone have Molly Royal's address.  I'd like to write to Carlos. 
Thanks. 
Regina

Bill in SD 
Click on the "Click Here" above.

Regina Llop 
thank you 
I found it 
xoxox

Cindy Wood Mitchell 
They all seem to have gold around their heads..does that mean they're all females? I'm new to this.

Jan Lipert 
Carlos said that the males have all white on their breasts, while the females have mottled breasts.  Not sure about the heads.

Jessica Armstrong 
we won't know for sure until all their feathers come in, and the ones on their bellies will be able to tell us better, I think. 

Bill in SD 
Yep, he was.  Put up the announcement about 4 PM interview.  Sound is back.

Cyndy Noto 
I've been watching since the last egg hatched. I don't want to miss the first flight. How much longer?

Merritt 
Sources vary as to when fledging begins, but most say from 50 to 60 days. Fledging for barn owls is a long process. It begins with the first step out of the
nest, progresses to “branching,” where they hop around and flap their wings, and ends one to two months later by flying away for good.  Max is 42 days
old today.  

Merritt 
See growth chart below:

Cyndy Noto 
Thanx for that! Now maybe i caon get off this computer and start supper!

Leslee 
I would think not until the get all their feathers...

Birdlover 
Holy Toledo!  17 Treats, that is a lot of food.  I guess the parents realize they need more.  I can't imagine what it would be like if we didn't have Barn Owls in this
area.  The neighborhood would be overrun with rodents.

Bill in SD 
Carlos must be messing with his controls.  I've lost sound again.

Jan Lipert 
Has anyone noticed that the owlet in front has mottled feathers on HER breast?

Cindy Wood Mitchell 
 They look so cramped together,1 looks like it wants to fly away right now! Did someone say they're going to fledge soon by the 15th?

gmn 
awhile back someone was talking about when they start to fledge and the calculation was the oldest might start on the 15th---don't know anything for
certain

lissanne 
Did not want to answer this in the basement. Barn owls do have a uropygial gland that does produce oil. They do spread this on their feathers - enough to help
maintain the feathers but not to 'waterproof' them. Their silent flight is due _principally_ to the unique structure of their flight feathers. Basically, think of them as
having tattered edges - that apparently does the trick. The fluffiness of the other feathers does contribute to their silent flight but does not appear to be a primary
factor. 

Merritt 
I did see where James had posted information on the uropygial gland but only after I had posted my definition of preening. Thank you both for making this
point.

Betty Coffey Davis 
Can they fly in the rain?

Merritt 
Yes, they actually can. Both Molly and McGee have done so. And, Molly returned to the nest really wet one night, apparently after having had a bath. She
had to fly with those wet feathers to get there!

Betty Coffey Davis 
Yep - that's right, I forgot.

James Hill 
Flying and hunting in the rain has been observed here several times.  Carlos has some fine photographs of it also. 
http://mollysbox.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/4d5q7475-mcgee-wet2.jpg

JL 
Betty apparently they can, go over to: http://mollysbox.wordpress.com/blog/page/3/  Both Molly and McGee were wet from flying in the rain, they
apparently do not like to fly in rain but they have done it. I would think a down pour would be even worst for any bird, it seems it would be hard on the
eyes and their being able to see.

lissanne 
Yes, they can. But - like many other birds - up to a point. If they become waterlogged it's no go. Remember when Molly came back after having taken a
bath? Soaking wet - but she _flew_ up to the box.

lissanne 
Right now I cannot think of a single bird that does not preen. Feathers get battered, misaligned, etc., and have to be put back in order.

Julia 
14hrs is enough watching these little cuties.... Right? Say Hi to Wendy when she emerges. Good night to you all. (I know that my 14 hrs is peanuts compared with
some of you MODerers)

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
Well apparently I'm "banned" from the group....b/c I have a difference of opinion and appreciate Stacey's insight into these owls behaviors, etc.  

I will still continue to enjoy and watch as always.   
 
It's sad when you have a varying opinion that the masses...and you get "edged out" of the once welcoming family of owl watchers.  
We don't all know everything - we all get our information from the internet, other people (biologist,etc.), and observing.  So, we're all kind of "guessing" about
what they are doing - behavior wise.  
 
It will play out how its going to play out I guess.  I'm just hurt and sad that others think I'm a "bad" person (i.e., "worry wart") for having a difference of opinion
or go against the grain so to speak.

Jessica Armstrong 
I appreciate Stacey's insight as well. I'm sorry if you feel you are being "edged out." 

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 

Thank you Jessica....at least SOMEONE likes me  
Sometimes, I feel that if you disagree with the general consensus around here....you can get "bullied" around or out of here. 
I've seen it happen to others (sadly) and I think its about to happen to me.  And then I'll get "talked" about after I'm off the airwaves.

Betty Coffey Davis 
I think as long as it's clean, we should be able to ask and state what we think and feel.  We all have different views and ideas.  I too have been on your
end simply because I asked where was the fourth owlet.  I agree and approve diversity.  

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
I know what you mean....

Bette 

don't go... 

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 

I'm not going anywhere...   I couldn't pull myself away if I tried, so never mind feeling "ousted". 
I really enjoy my time here watching and learning, along with the rest of you all.  And have enjoyed getting to know people through this chat and haikuing,
poetry, etc. 
 
It just saddens me that whenever someone seems to go against the grain of the main group or questions it, or offers a totally different perspective, that
that person seems to be chastised for having those thoughts.  I've seen it happen to others, but never say anything about it.

Jessica Armstrong 
I am still worried about when they fledge. I know it's just her opinion, but I also know that she's studied owls for a long time and only wants what's best

for them. I guess if people don't like what Stacey has to say, they don't have to read her blog. I for one, will continue to follow it.  

gmn 
I would like to read it--how do I find it? I am curious about everyone's opinion as I know next to nothing-I think in my next life I want to work with wildlife
like this

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
Thanks gmn.  Here is the link to her blog. There are SEVERAL entries (and a link to her website), and are categorized by month. 

I've read all of them and all of the following comments.  Very interesting information and great insight  
 
http://www.wesleytheowl.blogspot.com/

gmn 
don't feel edged out--people get intense when they are passionate about something and I think everyone is passionate about these beautiful birds

gmn 
I am bummed that I will be away when they are supposed to fledge, from what I can determine they should start on the 15th? and I leave the 19th------is there a
way to get the video after the fact once I return?

Dorothy 
Is the wind blowing that hard or are they doing a new jig?

Bill in SD 
It's very windy and gusty again today.

Birdlover 
I was wondering the same thing

Betty Coffey Davis 
I think one in the back - was preening Wesley just a little to the hard.

burnee 
I think when one of them is standing upright they're going to hit themselves with the nut and bolt thats sticking out from the silver pole

Cheryl Moore 
Just makes you want to say..."Remember when...."

donna 
Wow, what a stretch...the little one in the front is quite entertaining all by himself!

nan 
they are just so cute

Jan Lipert 
Is that little Wesley up front?  He's so cute!

Betty Coffey Davis 
Yes - I was just thinking, I have a hard time telling them apart but that was Little Wesley.

nan 
oh ok ty

nan 
wasnt there 4 of them

burnee 
There still are, the other one is hiding at the back

Jenny 
Yeah... Where is the 4th one?

donna 
Yes 4 , but you can only see 3.  However, I think one is to the front of the pole out of sight, where Molly would keep her food when she was there.  I hope
it is there.

Jenny 
Thank you! Have been unable to check in for a few days... I got a bit worried.

burnee 
Looks like they're swaying to music...or the wind lol

donna 
The little one in the front keeps turning his head sidways, it is funny to see.  I wonder if he has noticed the camera.  They all seem to have their sea legs pretty
good, swaying back and forth with the wind.

Limor-Israel 
They are sooooo cute 
must get some sleep

Dianna 
They look sleepy!

George T. Kinzy 
Can anybody tell me how to get my picture back? I don't even have the refresh symbol in the left bottom corner. I've turned the puter off and on several times.

Dianna 
If you rebooted.... you should be able to get the website back with the picture.

Merritt 
George, my picture just went out. It has the "Related videos" that usually comes up when the system is down. The comics interview is this afternoon. They
are probably getting ready for that.

Merritt 
And just that quickly, the picture is back!

Owlosaurus 
You might need to update Flash.  It's free. 
I don't know what browser you are using, but I'm a big fan of Google Chrome.  That's free too.  I've been using it since the beginning of the year, maybe a
little before that, and don't have any of the no-pictures problems I see others talk about.  Worth a try!

Debbie Mackin 

Someone is talking in the yard.  The owlets hear something. So funny how they turn their heads.     

Janice Kershner Gross 

OK - just got on for the first time today - only see three - I assume the fourth is tucked away back in the corner somewhere   

Bill in SD 
Yep.  They're all there.

Janice Kershner Gross 
thanks

James Hill 

I think the following should the standard response to this most frequent question.       
 

Once an owlet ventures outside we could have:       
 

And once they start to take short, uncoordinated hops about the yard:     

Dorothy 
How funny and probably very true.

burnee 
Looks like they're listening

Darlene Salisbury 
Where is the 4th owlette? I only see 3. 

Bette 
does anyone know how long sparrows take to fledge?

Owlosaurus 
Google it!  Looks like the answer is 15-17 days. 
Read this:  http://audubon-omaha.org/bbbox/ban/hsbyse.htm 
 
Hope that helps!

Bette 
thank you for looking it up -- so a little over two weeks makes sense -- they nest in the same house all the time, and it seems like a new family moves in,
before I see the little ones fledge and take off.  I  must pay more attention next week, so I don't miss it again.

Mike 
Cardinals take about ten days and sparrows are about the same size, I believe.

Bill in SD 

Too fast!  They eat up all my finch's food.  

Jan Lipert 
Little piggies!

Cathy 
can anyone tell me how to take pic's???

Debbie Mackin 
Control/Print screen then paste into paint.

Cathy 
thank you soooo much!!

Bill in SD 
Do you have Windows or MAC?  If Windows, go to "Accessories" and find "Snipping Tool".

Cathy 
I have windows.  I will try.  Thanks!

burnee 
Anyone know whats happened to the camera?

burnee 
Love it, they're back lol

Merritt 
Mine is working fine. Reload or refresh to get it back for you.

Merritt 
My 2 cents in the preening discussion found below: 
Dictionary.com defines preening as "to trim or dress (feathers, fur, etc.) with the beak or tongue." Why birds preen varies. Barn owls do preen, to remove mites
and as a means of strenthening the pair bond. They might not be drawing oils up from the skin to the tips of their feathers like other birds, but they do preen.
Cornell and the Barn Owl Trust both have examples. Google it.

Jan Lipert 
Thanks!

Merritt 

I'm glad you replied. I didn't want you leaving here thinking barn owls do not preen.  When Molly was in the box, we often saw her preening her own
feathers and the owlets' down.

Jan Lipert 
I've always used the term in the generic sense, as you noted above.  But I got a little confused in the discussion!

Chris in Olympia, WA 
Found the recorded tour of the Royal yard. There is one on Ustream that is titled "Tour"  but it only shows owlets with Carlos talking in the background, so there
was some technical problem there. If you want to actually see the yard and you missed it this morning like I did, you can go to
 http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6623864

Chris in Olympia, WA  
Actually the tour is in pieces. The best I can figure out it is in 4 different videos. I think this is the right order: 
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6621822 
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6622117 
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6623281 
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6623864

Pam Stephens 
getting tight in there

Cathy 
how do you take pictures and post them like you do?

Pam Stephens 
I have windows vista and it comes with a snipping tool that is quick and easy to draw a square around what you want and it saves it automatically as a jpg

picture.  

Jan Lipert 
Gaack!  Look at that floor!

Michigan watcher 
While they snooze, take a quick look at 2 baby storks just trying their wings. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg3hY0aBXAc

Bette 
that was so cool  

Granny Pat 
Just took a peek at the 2 storks trying their wings.  I wonder if this is how Molly's babies will test their flyhing expertise.  Very interesting.

Jan Lipert 
Who's that in the back getting mashed?

Teneal Pardue 
At my school they've hired a new biology person for fall.  His specialty is ornithology and his office will be right next door to mine.  Can't wait to pick his brain.  

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
I do find it interesting, JL - that you "liked" the idea of a biology person coming, so that his/her expertise could be tapped.  But you don't like the idea of
learning from Stacey - who is also a biologist in this field...hmmmm..

Kellfort 
I have a cockatiel and vet told me that when new feathers start to come out, they "itch" and that's how my Sammy knows where to "nibble."  He pulls off the old
feather and the new one is in a small "sheath" like good artist brushes are.  When the sheath is pulled off, the new feather is wettish.  Preening, however, is
when Sammy runs his beak from the insertion point of a feather in his body out to the tip - he is bringing out body oils and spreading it on his feathers so they
don't dry out and to protect him from rain - should he be allowed to fly in it by us.

Owlosaurus 
Thanks for sharing that!  We've heard that barn owls are fairly unique in that they don't have oil on their feathers.  It helps them fly silently, but does make
it more difficult for them to fly in the rain - something they apparently don't like to do because of that.

Mary Carroll 
I did not know that.

Jan Lipert 
So owls don't preen at all!  Like Teneal said, learn something new every day.

Owlosaurus 
I think they do preen, but in the sense of cleansing and smoothing their feathers.  And I believe it's just barn owls that don't spread oil on their feathers.
 It's what' makes them the most silent fliers, that fluffiness.

Jan Lipert 
I think Cormorants and Anhingas (both diving birds) don't have the oil, either.  They both have to spread their wings to dry in the sun after they've been
diving.

James Hill 
There is small gland called the uropygial, located at the base of the tail, that produces a thin oily liquid. This gland is stimulated by the beak, which is then
used to transfer the liquid to the feathers to provide them with a protective coating. 
 
http://www.owlpages.com/articles.php?section=Owl+Physiology&title=Feathers

Teneal Pardue 

Learn something new all the time here.  

Sharon Kirk Walsh 
Still 4 babies in there?

Julia 
Yes, Sharon still all  there.

JL 
YePpeRs, there are four wee RAPToRs:

Merritt 
Hi, JL. Good to see you!

JL 

Good to see you, ToO!  

spenlo 
Owls in sheep's clothing

Eileen P 
All the pecking away on the body that the one is doing makes me want to grab him/her and give  a flea bath!

Jan Lipert 

I think a lot of that is preening, but I'm sure they already have their share of bird lice 

Babs 
I have a great pic of the owlets but no sound. Anyone else have this going on?

HomeschoolNC 
I have sound

James Hill 
have good sound here.  Check the mute buttons - on the video and on the PC

Babs 
Thanks, it must be me.

Owl Totem 
I don't want to go but my new office partner called and I can move in today! Got to go and set up my new place.

Owl Totem 
Oh hey. I forgot I have Wi-FI there. Perfect chance to check it out. 

I'll bring the netbook! 

Owl Totem 
Don't panic anyone I just saw 8 legs-everyone is well. Or their legs are.

James Hill 
8 legs, 32 talons, and LOTS of rodent fur toe jam.

purdyfarms, Wa 
Lucky for me, the google ad nest to OC1 is for Yankee Candles...Beach walk is the scent (which I love by the way!). It kinda counteracts the smell I know is in the
box!!

Jan Lipert 

I doubt if even Yankee Candles is up to that job! 

Judi from Maine 
Did you know that Yankee Candles is located in Topsham, Maine--it's only 15 miles from me.  The aroma of the day always fills the air out on the
Interstate.

TByrd 

   Sure going to miss them when they fly the coop.  Empty nest syndrome once more.

Owl Totem 
I was looking at my Molly pics and was remembering when none 
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JL 

ALong with his own TOe JAM. 

Owlosaurus 
Maybe it's just a yummy bit of rat caught there!

TByrd 
A lot of preening going on.  Must be washing up for dinner.

George T. Kinzy 
I just got back on and have no picture on either boxes. I even went to the other site and nothing there either. Am I the only one having problems?

TByrd 
I have a good picture in the top box but the bottom one is off air.

Owl Totem 
I have a pic. Try reloading or refresh.

George T. Kinzy 
even my reload button isn't there.

Julia 
yep. try refresh

Julia 
Actually that happened to me earlier. I had to close it all down and start again. Worth a try if refreshing doesnt work on its own.

Owlosaurus 
Big picture = yes.  Little picture = "Related Videos" list.

Leslee 
How can such little creatures EAT so much??? Seventeen treats!!!! How can they possibly hold that much in their little tummies...they aren't that big...amazing

Teneal Pardue 
When Carlos was on this morning, did he have any ideas as to why M&M were taking the food inside the box last night rather than just handing it off at the door?

Merritt 
He didn't even mention that.

James Hill 
I didn't hear him mention it, but I got up late.  Could be a prelude to bringing in live/wounded prey?? That's just a guess.  It could be quite a ruckus if they
start dropping live mice in the box.  One would think they aren't likely to hand off those at the door.

Teneal Pardue 
Makes sense.  I love to see M&M spend time on the platform.

Marty Baker-Witt 
i thought there were 4, where is the 4th

Julia 
Keep looking.

Julia 
They moved. Theres always one hiding, but they are all there... somewhere

Owl Totem 
As always -Hiding. All are OwlK

Owlosaurus 
Count legs!  Sometimes that's easier than counting bodies because they all fluff together.

Julia 
The "stuff "thats under their feet must be composting nicely. Must be like have underfloor heating

patcummings@live.com 
THey are so cute!

merinz 
So cute with their little owl faces. Feels like they are watching us

Mechelle Ernst 

:0   Last time i saw them they were little owlets!!!!  

Shari Cekalovich 
wesley still looks so small

Merritt 
Hi Shari. Take a look at the growth chart below. It shows a picture of an owlet at day 35, like Wes is today, and day 42, like Max is today. There is a big
difference between the two! It's amazing what a difference a week makes.

Shari Cekalovich 
thanks merritt i feel better noe, i have been worried about him

Sandi from Seattle 
They are amazingly gentle with Wesley.

Kellfort 
I think Wesley is not standing up - he is sitting so he ends up looking even smaller.  Gotta remember that he is 7 days behind Max in development...

Share 1222 
These babies are so cute that I don't know what I will do when they are grown and gone.  I can't tear myself away from this site, even though I want to
sometimes just to save the heartache.  I guess I am being way too sentimental and am waaayyyyy too attatched!!!

Shari Cekalovich 
i so feel the same way, we have all fallen in  love with them

Teneal Pardue 
Does it mean I have MOD if I dreamed last night that I was posting in this chat room?

Lea Jones Tourville 
could be . . . .

James Hill 

Not if you were actually sleeping. 

Julia 

Teneal, say after me .... My name is Teneal I have MOD. Youl feel better when you finally admit it. Were here for you to help you through it. 

Jan Griffin 
weebles wobble but they don't fall down

Lea Jones Tourville 
Wow.  17 treats last night!  Is that a record for M&M?????  These owlets are bottomless pits!

Chris in Olympia, WA  

Yes, new record! 

Katharine 
Yes, it's a record. They sure do eat!

Owlosaurus 
Rats love the garden, 
Drawn to the veggie and fruit. 
Owls will feast tonight! 
 
(Horku Haiku!)

Cheryl Greenway Owen 
Evening! - or morning or afternoon!!!!  I got an answer to your question about snakes today and it is a no!  We don't have many snakes in the UK and the
ones we have don't/can't climb, so I think there was a little artistic licence there - would have been more interesting if it was yes though!

Owlosaurus 
Thank you, Cheryl!  Your help is very much appreciated!   
Too bad it's not true - the character Mrs. Plithiver in the Ga'Hoole book is a very clever construct.  Kind of like a nanny to the owlets.  

JL 
We have many, many snakes in Florida (thank goodness, i live where we get freezes and do not have to worry about the large anacondas, etc., that are
causing problems down south.), and i have witness many times rat/corn snakes going up trees, they are amazing tree climbers.

Chris in Olympia, WA 

FYI:  Live interview with John Atkinson (Vacadude) who does the e-comics on Sunday, May 2nd, at 4 pm PDT.  

purdyfarms, Wa 
Thanks for the reminder!!

T 
just read Stacey O'Brien's blog (author of Wesley, the Owl) very interesting...she talks about Carlos. She is worried about them fledging...no branches...said it
would help if Carlos put astro turf on the ladders so they could grip on..

Katharine 
T, I like that idea.

T 
wish Carlos would read her latest blog...

Bill in SD 
Hmmm.  That's a thought.  Never thought of the ladders.  There IS astroturf on the platform.

T 
she talked like he had the ladders up...but needed astro turf. She afraid they will be on the ground and have no protection. She feels there is just not
enough around for them to learn without harm

Vickie 
I think he did put astro turf on the ramp.  He said there were plenty of places for them to hop and fly and be safe.

Owlosaurus 
Lots of discussion on this below.  Keep in mind that Stacey was the one who said Wesley wasn't thriving because he wasn't getting enough food!  I don't
think Wes read her comments though because he has grown at the same rate as the others.  Stacey is knowledgeable but what she says is still just her
opinion.   Get 5 experts in a room, talking about their field, and you'll likely have 5 different strong opinions.  
 
Here's a picture of Carlos' yard, showing how close the fence, platform and tree are to the nest box.  (Maybe Stacey is just a little jealous of the love and
attention being showered on Carlos even though he's not an 'expert'?)

T 
Thanks for the infor...leave it to Carlos. He has everything covered!!!!

Katharine 
Certainly these owlets will have far fewer predators when they're fledging than they would in wild country.

HomeschoolNC 
Perhaps, the Owls know more than Stacey does. They scoped the yard out before hand. It looked like there were lots of places for the babies to hide once
they tumble to the ground.

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
Yes...but according to the Barn Owl Trust  http://www.barnowltrust.org.uk/index.html 
owlets that have fallen from the box and remain on the ground...the parents will continue to feed the owlets IN the box, and ignore the one on the ground.
 An owlet can perish after 4 days of no food... 
 
And apparently, the Barn Owl Trust site is well respected around this chat as a source of information, b/c many people continue to site it as their source.

JL 
Personally, i found a lot of her statements offensive, along with some of the comments on Tuesday 20April:   
 
So now I'm not so sure that he's going to get enough to eat. But as I said earlier, he will be rescued by the wildlife people if he starts to fail. Keep in mind
- these owls belong to the Federal Government, for their own protection, just like the national parks and tidepools. They are not under the jurisdiction of
private citizens.  
 
Apparently she works with a group called: skyhunters (a comment after this post or one preceding it a poster says they have already called Federal agent
 to intervene if something happens at Carlos' house, that was when Molly first left the nest.) and the Wildlife Federation. But, i question her statement.

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
JL - I appreciate your opinion and viewpoint.  I was just wondering in what way do you find her statements offensive...?

JL 
Melanie, apparently you agree with a lot of what she says, but i do not, i personally think her statements about Wesley were uncalled for along with many
others. I will leave it at that.

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
Yes, I do agree with alot of what she says (as most of it is based of fact and experience)...and yes, some of it I know is her opinion.   But, I guess I value
her opinion, due to the years of experience she's had with these birds.  And she HAS admitted on several occasions that she doesn't claim to know
everything - that is the beauty of being a biologist.  And she's not afraid to admit when her observations are wrong.

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
 

 

I sincerely believe that she isn't trying to attack, offend, or challenge anyone personally...she just wants  the situation to work out withe best possible outcome - as we

all do   

   

And I'm not a bad person (I'm quite nice actually, if you gave me a chance) - just because I disagree with you or have a strong belief in her opinion.  

I'm still just like you...trying to make it in the world...and trying my best to enjoy this experience, while the same time be able to voice my thoughts , etc., without being
deemed a "Stacey follower" or "worry wart", or being made to feel like I don't belong here.  

 

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
Owlosaurus (and I spelled it right that time...sorry if I didn't before - I couldn't remember, and didn't have it next to me to refer to) -  
 
I don't think Stacey is jealous of the love and attention directed (and well deserved) towards Carlos.  She has even given him several credits and
applauses his work and dedication to these owls.  She never forgets to mention this (several times) in her blog.

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
 

I'm thinking that she just wants what's best for the owlets  (as  we all do) and is only giving her "expert" advice to the s ituation..for the best possible outcome.  Yes, I
agree with you that if you put 5 experts  in a room - there would probably be some varying information, but for the most part the general concensus would be the same
on the big issues...the finer details might vary. 

Melanie from Milwaukee, WI 
 

And usually biologists/scientists work off of fact and past information vs. opinion - it is in their very nature to do so.  And Stacey has said many times (I've read her
entire blog and the comments) that if she is  wrong on certain things - she has NO problem whatsoever in admitting it.  She's not looking to be RIGHT - she's just
observing and offering her advice based off the many years she has witnessed the owls in the wild. 

  

 

Owlosaurus 
Donna's garden thrives 
with enough to share for all. 
Plenty for mice too! 
 
(Horku Haiku!)

Owlosaurus 
Merritt:  you mentioned 'blue pictures' a while ago (basement).  Are you talking about the smurf pellets picture? I originally found that on Google Images and
would be happy to repost if that's what you were looking for.

Merritt 
Yes! The blue pellets. Those are my favorite. Thanks!

Owl Totem 
I am getting concerned...

Merritt 
It was a while ago. The name tipped me off, and the chat history confirmed. People were responding and I felt bad for them. Hasn't happened since,
though. I just want the picture to have at the ready for the next time!

Owlosaurus 

  
I love it that people are using this!  When you first started calling them smurfs I searched for 'blue pellets' and found this.  Knew instantly that it was just
right!  LOL  

Roberta Jackson, Tx 
I guess I missed this whole topic  What are the blue smurf pellets?

Merritt 
A warning to fellow posters not to bother replying to someone with a known chat history of abuse to this chat room, the kind of people who just like to stir
up trouble or waste people's time with inane remarks or questions. When in doubt, click on the name and "view details." You can see someone's chat
history when you do that. Of course, I had trouble today and restarted my computer, and lost all my history in the process. I have over 1000 posts!

Merritt 
I had forgotten that you found this for us. JL took it over and used it repeatedly, to great effect. Thanks again for posting this for me. I think it's great!

purdyfarms, Wa 
What name was it, so I can be on alert! I guess I missed it too.

Merritt 
Wig something was in the name. I'd have to go back and look. He said he hadn't been on since the 2nd egg hatched, but his last post was in the middle of
April. Liar. And, his history was volatile. 

Owlosaurus 
I realize it probably sounded like that but I'm not looking for credit.  I just get excited when I find something good to share.  Now, if I had taken the picture
I might claim ownership!  Actually, I'm not sure what it really is but it's Smurf Pellets to me!  

HomeschoolNC 
Volitile yes but he was arguiing against spanking children.

Roberta Jackson, Tx 
Fuzzy and ugly, 
Fuzzy and cute, 
But I'll be beautiful 
In my new feather suit!

Katydidnt 
I can not believe how much they have grown in a week!  Me thinks it won't be long now.

Ziggy 
It's the hOWLiday inn!!!

Annemarie 
Gotta get all pretty for tonight! 

Mary Lee Nance 
Typical teenagers: somewhere between favorite fuzzy jammies and formalwear for the prom before graduating to the great beyond!

yourdutchgirl 
17 treats during the night and early morning??  Wow, where do they put it all.  LOL

Cheryl Tobey 

well, for sure not in their skinny chicken legs!   

Kathryn R 

I see another Kathryn showed up so I put my last initial after my name. Of course, there can only be one Kathryn with such a big fish.  
 
Just stopped by to check in, but I'll be back for the night watch!  See Yowlz later!

Owl Totem 

Been busy cleaning  Missed the owl pellet hack up 
but saw it via pic-thanks Robin for the picture. 
Oh my Gosh! It hurt looking at it.

Elaine E 
2 heads, 2 bottoms, 8 legs. Yup, they're all there!

HomeschoolNC 
For those who missed the time line. May 1/2: ~McGee: 8:17p Mse; 8:30p Mse; 8:43p Gphr; 9:36p Rbt; 11:08p Mse; 11:36p Gphr; 1:17a Rdnt; 1:47a Gphr;
~Molly: 8:09p Mse; 9:13p Rat/Tease; 9:29p Rat; 10:16p Mse; 10:31p Mse; 11:39p Mse; 1:20a Mse; 2:02a Rdnt; 3:32a Mse; Unk M/McG: 3:05a**Mse ~Total
Treats: 17 (**New Record)

Bill in SD 
Max: 
New feathers of tan, 
Still fluff of white, 
Flying soon? 
I just might.

Denise 

...... and I just might be a Maxine.  

Denise 
Hear and see that????  Someone (maybe Carlos) was whistling and they all stopped to listen.  So cute!

purdyfarms, Wa 
And to get on 'solid ground'!!

Denise 
Boy these guys are restless this afternoon.  Maybe the weather.

purdyfarms, Wa 
They have to be so anxious to get out of that box. It looks so crowded in there!

Jan Lipert 
Yeah, not much room for exercise!!

Cindy 
Max (I think) did a good job holding them back a minute ago.

mark 

look! he's got feathers  !

Denise Sullivan 
Does anyone know how to expand the blue strip across the top of the picture showing what time treats came in?  I'm only able to see two lines of text, but it
looks like it continues. Thanks!

HomeschoolNC 
They updated the blue strip to only give totals they may have the time line still up on the main feed.

Owlosaurus 
Denise, hold down the CTRL key on your computer keyboard, then hit the + key a couple times to expand your screen image.  You should be able to see
the blue box then.  To shrink your screen back to standard size, do CTRL and -.  This is a great trick for people with vision problems too:  expand it and
leave it there for larger text and images.

dad23kids 
i hope carlos puts a ruler on the back wall next year so we can tell how deep it s getting in there...

Robin 
Quick captures.

Cindy 
Good shots!  Thanks!

Denise 
Thanks for the photo of the pellet!!  I missed it by about one minute.  Glad to see someone caught it!

HomeschoolNC 
I wonder if that hurts?

Bette 
wow!!  nice capture on film of hack in progress that I had just missed -- thx!

dad23kids 
after that pellet, i bet he feels better now

Charlene Green 
That was one huge pellet.

purdyfarms, Wa 
Was that the 'bunny pellet'??!!

Jan Lipert 
They have such soulful eyes!

Cindy 
That wing stretch about knocked everyone over.

Jan Lipert 
For a moment, I thought they were going to go down like a bunch of bowling pins!

Bill in SD 
Molly gets mice, 
McGee gets rabbits. 
My butt gets numb 
I need new habits.

Merritt 

Good one, Bill.  

Cheryl Greenway Owen 
ROFL!!  I think quite a few of us on here can relate to that one!!

HomeschoolNC 
I was trying to come up with one the other day about my butt getting bigger but couldn't thanks Bill!

emjay 
Do any of the videos here show food arriving in the nest? I really want to see that happen but have never lucked out with the live view....

Bonnie 
Amazing to see the adult owl form emerge from all the fluff

Storymom 
You stare so intently at us, little one!

jim bowers 
The owlets are getting so beautiful now...my husband had been calling them 'franken-chicks', much to my dismay...he says they are half beautiful now! Guess we
better enjoy this last few weeks with them, my house is beginning to resemble an owl box!

Kari 
Havent been on since Friday at 12....back now and glad to see the family is all together...but WOW is that a record number of catches brought to the nest?  17!!

Bill in SD 
I altered my limerick: 
The once was an owl named Molly 
Who met a man named Carlos, so jolly, 
She then met McGee 
They had a spree 
Now four children in a box, by golly.

Bill in SD 
ack!  That should be "There once.." of course.

badgerchris 
Is there still 4 in there I can only see 3?

kathryn 
Count the feet, it's easier to see where they are now that they're bigger.

badgerchris 
Thanks Kathryn I do see all 4 of them.  I know that soon they will venture out on their own and i dont want to miss that time.

kathryn 
Same here... I've got two high schoolers and I'm hoping this will help me ease into letting them "leave the nest"!!

Bette 

I have one college freshman, and I still haven't adjusted to his leaving the nest.   

badgerchris 
Been right where you are, both of mine are out on their own, as long as they do well you will be ok, just let them know that if they cant do it that their
home is always here for them.  You wont believe how different your connection will be, for me it has been actually better eventhough it was good in the
first place.  Now waiting for the grand kids....one day lol

Tina 
Ha ha! Owlet on the left was bobbing his head clockwise and owlet on the right was bobbing counterclockwise.  I nearly fell off my chair!

kathryn 
LOL... and who says we need cable tv to entertain us!!! 

Merritt 
 

Where is JL? I sure wish I had saved her blue pictures. I would love to post one now. 

purdyfarms, Wa 
What blue pictures?

Merritt 
Just a little running joke she has.

Owlosaurus 
Are you talking about the smurf pellets?

will 
owl yoga?

Boots 
Paper work stacked high 
Bill collectors soon will call 
Better get busy 
 
See y'owl for the night watch.  Have a great time.

Latrippi 
Me too! Bye, Boots. Later, y'all!

purdyfarms, Wa 
Annemarie...Am answering you here in stead of the basement. Yes, we have lots of rain here, and I am thankful for it. After all that Carlos and Donna have
done...sharing with us this experience, letting us into thier lives, giving us all the chance to learn and get together and laugh. And all you can say is he is using
WAAAY too much water?? Sorry, but that just hit me the wrong way!

purdyfarms, Wa 
Thank you Boots and AZguest...I hope I didn't cross the line, but I had to get that out!!

HomeschoolNC 
And he did say he has a stream in his yard.

daisy 
oh yeah its stinky in there

JL 

Pam Stephens 
cuties

daisy 
love these pictures   great job

Storymom 
fantastic....turned heads are the BEST...so sweet!

Pam Stephens 
more cuteness

Beth Brinson 
OUTSTANDING  Thanks for sharing these

Owlosaurus 
They must be watching people in the yard!

purdyfarms, Wa 
Now I know what the blue dot is! It is the missing egg!!

Owlosaurus 
Yeah, the crows took it and put it in my avatar!

Boots 
Wondering about the photo inserts bottom left?????

AZGuest 
I refreshed and that screen went away...

Boots 
thanks

will 
MAN...Look at those big-boy feathers...wow!

Simon Wigzell 
First time here since just after the second one was born. My gawd they are huge. And Ugly. I guess when they lose their fluff and get their real feathers in they'll
be a bit more attractive. Do we have 4 still? I only see 3 and one hiding in the back maybe?

kathryn 
Simon, there are still four... and as far as being ugly, they're pretty handsome now.  When I started watching a week and a half ago, they looked
prehistoric and quite frankly had faces only a mother owl could love.  At least now they look like what they actually are. 
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Max is the biggest and first born.

Karenth in Illinois 
As many hours as I've spent here in the last five weeks, one would THINK I would not  *fowl* up Max's name! 

Barb 
Good afternoon. 
Just checking in before going to look at new refrigerators. 
 
Sorry to have missed our new friend from Germany.

Boots 
Good luck shopping.

karen in ky 
Be sure to measure the opening you have before you buy.  (Voice of experience!)

Charlene Green 
Also the height and if there is a cabinet above, the clearance to open it over the hinges.  A definite voice of experience.  It cost me a fortune to fix it all.

Karenth in Illinois 
Thank, Charlene.  My husband will be happy to know he isn't the ONLY one to have been foiled by those hinges.  The written material (in the store) on
measurments did NOT include the hinges.  I am short, and can never use those cabinets anyway, so what he does about it is HIS problem (quite tall!). 

Barb 
Thanks for the advice. I want one a little bigger than what we have so we have collected the numbers to take along. 

I mentioned the possibility of a side by side and my son wanted to know if a pizza box would fit in there or if it would be too narrow. 

Katharina Blondi 
I am very excited to admire about this wonderful technique, and could have just the house and the garden. I wish all internet friends a great time and say
goodbye until tomorrow 
All sends greetings to Kathi

Melissa 
Just checking in for the first time today. Looks like I missed the grand tour. Hope it was recorded. I want to see, too! 
Oh... and it looks like the babies are all doing fine as well.

bethselah@att.net 
A very short time until they are leaving the nest.  Does anyone know - do they just up and fly away without any encouragement from Molly?  Once gone do they
return to the nest box?  I guess hunting on their own is an instinct? 

Merritt 
Sources vary as to when fledging begins, but most say from 50 to 60 days. Fledging for barn owls is a long process. It begins with the first step out of the
nest, progresses to “branching,” where they hop around and flap their wings, and ends one to two months later by flying away for good.  Max is 42 days
old today. See growth chart below which features an owlet Max's age. 

Merritt 
Growth Chart

Latrippi 
And here's the "Days to Fledge" table that Carlos posted on the blog a while ago: http://mollysbox.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/fledge-dates1.jpg 
I think it shows the expected day (statisically speaking) that fledging will be complete and each one fly away. Something like that.  

Currently, it seems we are at the "ledging" stage, where the owlets at night lean precipitously over the ledge. 

Karenth in Illinois 
Thanks for this excellent resource!  You and two or three others have really enhanced our experience here.

Boots 
Parting will be such sweet sorrow

will 
Someone had a link to a video of owls fledging - it looked like they flew almost reluctantly - it looked like they used their wings for balance more than
flight...but they DID get the hang of it

zesty 
that is some treat count! what does Rat Tease mean? 

Merritt 
Molly brought a treat to the box, got the owlets' attention with it, then flew to the platform, ate some of it, then took what was left to the owlets and finally
gave it to them!

Melissa 
Sounds like one of the changes in behavior that Carlos tells us to watch for.

Carolynn 
You know, Molly and McGee couldn't have chosen a better place to raise their family, and we couldn't have better or more generous friends than Carlos and
Donna, allowing us to share the owl family.  I think the best way to say "thank you" to them is for us to take care of the nature that's around us--both flora and
fauna--and to stop and smell the roses along the way. 
 
Hope everyone is having a Molly day!

anne miller 
What a wonderful treat to visit with Carlos and Donna.  Your property is a tranquil escape from the every day hectic living.  Thank you for sharing your home with
us. 

Katharina Blondi 

Thank you for your reply and now I am reassured that there are still 4 

Katharina Blondi 
Hallo Tierfreunde, 
ich schaue jeden Tag aus Deutschland hier im Nest vorbei und vermisse ein Tierch. Es waren doch vier Jungtiere und ich sehe nur noch drei? 
Wo ist es abgeblieben? 
viele Grüße sendet Kathi 
Hello animal lovers, 
 
I look every day over here from Germany in the nest and miss an animal. There were four juveniles and yet I only see three? 
 
Where is it gone? 
 
Kathi sends greetings

HomeschoolNC 
Just hiding behind the others if you look behind their legs you will see the fluff of number 4. Welcome

Jillian Milne 
is he lying down? because i dont see him/her.

Jillian Milne 
oh nvm, there he is.

Annemarie 
Cool 
I am using tierfreunde from now on! 
There are four owlets squished together into a fluff ball.

Nancy 

It's there, just tucked in back - I don't know if they switch places but there is always one that seems to be back there   

Merritt 
Hi Kathi. The fourth one is behind the three you see. We don't often get to see all four when each one is separate from the other. They do tend to bunch
up all the time!

purdyfarms, Wa 
Hello Kathi, and welcome!

Denise 
The cuteness is killing me!!!

Boots 
"Back inside the owl box!"

Judy R 
I'm glad I caught a bit of the tour. 
I just clicked on for a quick glimpse 
and was surprised to see the tour 
in progress.

Robin 
I think Carlos recorded this one so it can be uploaded for viewing later.  He was going to try.

Bette 
bravo Carlos and Donna -- beautiful tour of your gardens and bird habitat -- owlets are in a very good place -- thank you so much for sharing with us once

again.   

will 
"Dreaming of treats yet to come"...lol

Nancy in Oklahoma 
Wow, all the fruits and vegetables and roses!!! What a wonderful backyard!!

zesty 
Carlos is so adorable! i'm loving this backyard tour 

Annemarie 

Dang, nice yard with way green grass! Garden is cool but the grass takes WAAAY too much water than we should use her in sunny, DRY CA  

Bill in SD 
I have a sneaky feeling that could be artificial turf.  If not, I want him to come down and work on MY yard!

Barbara 
Yeah, I was surprised to see so much grass in his yard. All that water.

purdyfarms, Wa 
Carlos and Donna don't strike me as the kind of people who would waste anything, even water. And besides, they are providing so much to the wild life
there, that the water is not going to waste.

Annemarie 
True, but we are not like it is in Washington, the rain this year has been great, but we are still in a permanent water shortage situation. In L.A. we are
limited to watering for five minutes and only two days a week. I can see the mowing marks, it is sod, and it looks like it was put in this year, hopefully the

rain helped it settle in  

Bonnie 
Honestly, why are you wasting your time being critical about people who have been so generous of their time and expense with so many people? Keep
your negatives to yourself. carlos and donna are benefiting wildlife, not some silly showplace yard.

HomeschoolNC 
He said this AM he has a stream in his yard.

Merritt 
Delicate daisies 
Colorful geraniums, 
Gophers’ paradise! 
 
Haiku!

purdyfarms, Wa 
What a great short diversion from the sleeping owlets!! This could be a new daily show for Carlos! Next, his wood working shop! Then maybe a tour of the RV! 

Annemarie 
That is hilarious, per a new line of Molly products, see post below: 
Donna's owl pellet treats flavored with rose oil 

Donna's minty owl pellets...whoops  

Annemarie 

Soooo, if Carlos broadcast a garden cam in the owl box, would they watch it?  

Latrippi 
Only at night. And the owlets would be saying, "Why is the camera so zoomed in? How many gophers are there?"

Annemarie 
Latrippi, that is perfect!

James Hill 
...."That's not a gopher.  Gophers here are as large as beavers!!!"

Krystal Marquez 
Your yard is gorgeous!

Dorothy 
Oops.  Fingers going astray.  I meant Carlos and Donna. Sorry.

Kathleen Mahoney Mills 
I'm so envious of your awesome garden!  Thanks for showing us your property, which supports so much wonderful wildlife.

Annemarie 

We interrupt this garden cam with late breaking owl news!  

Dorothy 
I am ready now.

Dorothy 
Are the little owls watching Carolos and Donna? 

Bird Tee 
Beautiful yard. Fantastic! Thank you so much for sharing. Thank you also for taking such good care of Molly and her bunch.

kd 
i'm getting hungry..

purdyfarms, Wa 
Nom nom nom...I am getting hungry!!

Bill in SD 
Hey, Carlos (as if you can see this), the sun is shining 8 miles south of you.

Annemarie 
Ain't technology grand! 

Merritt 
It was great to see that palm tree. I had no idea it is so close to the owl box.

Annemarie 
Exactly, thanks! 
Last line homage to Merritt  

(Every time I get a 'like' from Merriitt, I consider it to be a meritocracy! (It's a good thing).    

Merritt 

a Merrittocracy.  

Annemarie 

You are correct, indeed  

Elliott Humrich 
A Merritt-ocracy!

Annemarie 
Cool

Cheryl Greenway Owen 
or is it a Merritt-Owlcracy?

Dorothy 
McGee and Molly will take care of those gophers.  No doubt.

Annemarie 
Ha ha, they are just waiting for the to fatten up a bit more in Donna's garden...

Dorothy 
Maybe gopher training for the fledglings when they start to hunt?

Merritt 
Onions, tomatoes, 
Broccoli, and cabbage, too 
Rabbits’ paradise! 
 
Haiku!

Annemarie 
Donna's garden grows 
Broccoli, cabbage and all 
Rabbits paradise! 

Merritt 
Great minds think alike!!!

Dorothy 
It is indeed.

Grayson 

THank you for tour. Very nice yard and roses.    
Grayson 
graason46@yahoo.com

Deb from MI 

Just love that Carlos!!!   

Annemarie 

Something tells me the owlets will land on the ladders before the tree!  

Annemarie 
More gaffer's tape please 
Carlos is wired to the Max 
Lights, camera, action

Julia 
This is great to see behind the sceens.

Kristi Smith 
Haiku Champion 
Oh, Merritt we love you so 
Please don't EVER sleep! 
 
1st line courtesy of Boots!

Merritt 
Well with that surge of adrenaline you just gave me with love and joy filling up my heart, I may never sleep again! You are so much fun.

Kristi Smith 

......And you are so much fun,too!!!! 

David from Milwaukee wis 
uum carlos thanks for showing us but, can you show the owlets

Merritt 
They aren't doing anything but sitting there, David. You're not missing much. Go check out the Africa cam and come back in 5 minutes.

Owlosaurus 
Yards full of roses 
And with safe places for owls. 
Life flourishes here! 
 
(Haiku!)

Dorothy 
Oh, YEAH.

Annemarie 
Four sleepy babies 
Snoozing in the cozy box 
Carlos and iPhone outside

TByrd 
"Baby face, you got the cutest little baby face."

Merritt 
Beautiful garden 
Roses, iris, cherries, too 
An owl’s paradise. 
 
Haiku!

Dorothy 
Like it.

Will in MN 
i know

Cheryl Greenway Owen 

perfect 

Boots 
You are the champion of haiku!

Merritt 

Hardly. But thanks!  

Linda B 
Here is a video of Max helping little Wesley to eat, by holding the food down for him.  Sooooo sweet!  One would expect a pecking order, and not one sibling
helping a younger one to survive!  Isn't nature wonderful!! 
 
http://www.screencast.com/users/Muzigal/folders/Default/media/d721e859-65a8-4bdc-9a64-9655a28fbf50

Dorothy 
Thanks for the sharing.  How sweet it is.

Will in MN 
that is so cute

Bill in SD 
I wish they'd move release of The Guardians sooner than September.  I don't want to wait that long.

Nancy in Oklahoma 
Yeah, it looks like it is going to be a GREAT movie and in 3D!!!

Boots 
Me too.  Already have a group of us that are going together.  Yeah!

Boots 
 I can already see a full row of us teens, adults and seniors in the theater full of families with lots of children.  Can't wait!

Owlosaurus 
Here's the trailer for the movie.  I don't want to wait until Fall either! 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pikm7QJSmOM 
 
I made the family watch this trailer and they just rolled their eyes.  They all love animated movies but somehow think my owl obsession is out of control.
 Seriously, I just don't understand their attitude.

Boots 
LOL

Will in MN 
i have been waiting for such a long time.  except,  i need the last book.

Dorothy 
One is standing tall in the back corner.  Hard to see... (smile)

Don Shaw 
Gotcha!  Thanks, Dorothy, for the update.

Betty Coffey Davis 
Watch the fuzz fly off when he scratches

Dorothy 
Three are facing the side and one has his little bottom to the camera...they are all four there.  (smile)

Don Shaw 
I haven't watched the owls for awile but the last time I did I saw 4.  Are there only 2 now? If so, what happened?

Jean C 

There are four.  Look closely.  Two in the back, two in the front.  The right-front is facing left, the front left is facing the floor 

Robin 
FYI....Carlos is going to repeat his backyard outing at 10:30 PDT (1:30 EDT which is my time) and record it. 

Bill in SD 
Now an explosive device found in Pittsburgh.  <sigh>

Annemarie 

Not good    

TByrd 
Oh wow.  I just checked Fox News and read the article on the explosive device found at the Pittsburgh Marathon.  It sure is good we have these sites to
put some happiness in our lives.

francis bowlin 
francis where is wesley. I saw him hatch and have only seen him twice. I look and only se 3 pair of feet and 3 faces. Where oh where is wesley?  Lovely yard
flowers so beautiful.

Jean C 
Not sure which one Wesley is, but I see four chicks, two in the front and two in the back.  They're just all huddled together.

James Hill 

Another screen cap of the tour - with a little chat from abroad.  
 
Also note:  Carlos just said he will do the garden tour again at 10:30 am PDT and Record it this time.

James Hill 
 10:08 carlosroyal-1: Here is what we are going to do. We will do it again 10:30 AM PDT and I will record it 
 
10:08 Ms_Dirt: M&M had a contest last night.  It was amazing how much and how fast they were. 
10:08 ybhrmark: that is great.... Thanks, Clowney..... where on utube? 
10:08 Trouble101: Thanks Snuggles 
10:08 sdsurfchick: We're off slow 
10:08 ssocenblu: ty sds 
10:08 jasmine5419: Great Carlos! 10:30 am 
10:08 nightingayle: Carlos you are wonderful! 
10:08 caboval: Ok Carlos! Sounds good! 
10:08 ericandcolinsma: thanks sds 
10:08 pkcooking: i hope you and Donna c 

Latrippi 
Nice one, James! (And, hello!) What a great idea, to give people here a glimpse into the moderated chat.

Merritt 

Will in MN 
hilo again.

Mollie 

Bye for now, y'owl. Gotta go to writing group. I have nothing to read but haiku....  

CAR 

With the popularity of M&M, it's likely that no one else will, either!    

Latrippi 

Enjoy your writing group, Mollie! You could always use those hunting stats, too. 

Annemarie 
Hey, haiku is cool and believe it or not, not as easy as it looks. Congrats on writing group, mine is next week, gotta get busy..tooo...busy...watching...owl

cam. I have used haiku many times myself! Have a great time  

KHM :) 
Merritt, are you here and how much sleep did you get? or not?

Merritt 
Yes. Not! 

Dorothy 
I have a feeling the owl box will be used again...and again...

Will in MN 
owl butt

KHM :) 
Good morning!  I was reading the pdf from last night.  That is so cool!  So, of course I missed most of Carlos' tour!

Mollie 
Don't worry. He recorded it. It'll prolly show up on the blog in a few minutes.

KHM :) 
Ok, thanks!  I hope to find it!

purdyfarms, Wa 
Bummer!! Scroll down and see some pictues some have posted! They are great!!

Latrippi 
Considering there's not much going on here -- "What are you doing?" "Watching owlets gow up." -- this place sure keeps me running.

Latrippi 

(Er, *grow up, even. Hey, Hunting Fishing! Where's that spell checker?!  )  

Loretta Burdeaux 
Makes me want to go work in my yard, but then how could I watch the owls?  Got no iphone to watch on, have to be chained to my PC to watch...

Will in MN 
they are back!

Wayne 
Hear the dog

Owlosaurus 
I see there are a couple other pictures already!  Cool! 
This shows how close the owlnest is to the tree.  The owlets will have lots of places to go for their first flights.

purdyfarms, Wa 
What's that blue dot in your avatar? Hahaha!

Owlosaurus 
LOL! It must be an alien chasing the owl.   
OMG, is the owl in my avatar falling?!?

purdyfarms, Wa 
Oh no!! Where are the other three owlets? Are they OK? I only see one!

Latrippi 
I heard it was Glinda the Good Witch. And I mean, seriously -- people come and go so quickly here.

esmerelda 
Thank you Donna and Carlos!!  That was such fun to visit the owl's environment. I imagine there is plenty of food for them on the nearby hillside.

Linda B 
What a nice treat! A tour of his yard with a view of the entire Owl Box! 

Eileen 
Thank you Carlos for wonderful towr of Molly and McGee homestead

purdyfarms, Wa 
WOW...what a treat that was!!!

CAR 
This is great! Now we have some perspective on the whole "ecosystem" of Molly and her family! And we also know that Carlos and Donna are as tender and
caring of their flora as they are of their fauna! They seem to truly love their life and live it to the fullest. What a joy!

Linda Huffman 
You just don't get this kind of attention and perspective from the other cams. I love Carlos' enthusiam.

Annemarie 

Hey, nice place! Will Carlos build an "Annie" house on a pole for me??    
Sans camera, of course! 

Dave, apache junction, az 
look like hes got his hands full !!
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I mean, they do stay up all night taking pictures and keeping a log   
You make me LOL, Annemarie!

Julia 
This is just brilliant. Hes lovin life and so full of enthusiam.

Cat 
Wow! 
 
My own life environment now seems so pitiful ....

CAR 
Really! I thought my 3 inch high peas were impressive...

Annemarie 

Too true. But if I go out and work in the yard, won't the owlets miss me? oh yeah.... 

Dave, apache junction, az 
thats a huge yard

Will in MN 
ugh

Tammy 
I just tuned in. What is happening? I hope the owlets are okay.

Julia 
Yes theyre fine. Carlos is just showing us his abck garden and where Molly lives

Robin 
Pics of owl box from Carlos' tour of his yard. 

CAR 
keep these, PLEASE, Robin! They will come in handy to re=post in a few days for those who worry about the little ones fledging!

Annemarie 

Yes, lovely yard, with the garden, explains why McGee can find rabbits so fast! Did they eat Peter Rabbit??    
(The already got the Easter bunny...) 

dood fink 
gotta go. my family's complaining about my inattention to them. i think they're jealous.

Annemarie 
Ahh, tell them to 'get a life' or join in on Molly cam 
See ya later! 

Dorothy 
A nice environment for the owls and other critters...

Dave, apache junction, az 
realy love the tour it's great

Annemarie 
He can't hear us!! 
We had bees in an old pool filter! 
BTW, those cherries need several weeks of really hot weather, they will be ready late June! 

dood fink 
no wonder the owls picked this box. it's located in the garden of eden.

Linda Huffman 
I like seeing Molly and McGee's neighborhood. Thanks Carlos.

esmerelda 
That was great Carlos.  Nice to see the support system you have going on there.  Love your bees!!

Carol 
Enjoyed the tour of your backyard!  Yes, we could hear you....

Owlosaurus 
Carol, Carlos doesn't monitor this chat room.  He can't see your comments.

Annemarie 
Bluebird cam anyone?

James Hill 
I certainly hope he is recording this little tour so that we can point to the video to comfort all those worriers over the tree issue.

Elliott Humrich 
Isn't that the truth, James !!

Owlosaurus 
After seeing that I don't understand how any one could be concerned.  The tree is just a flap and a jump away.  And if an owlet does happen to end up on
the ground, Carlos' yard seems like  pretty safe place.

James Hill 
I tried for a screen shot but didn't catch it in time.  But you ALL saw this.  That tree is almost literally right under the box, and it's much
more substantial than it appears in the normal camera angles.  It will also be in full leaf in about a week. Might make branching observations quite difficult.

Owlosaurus 
James, see picture I posted above.  I think it clearly shows that the tree will be easily accessible.  

Annemarie 
Yeah, and for those 'folks on the other site who still wonder if: 
the babies are getting fed at night, 
yakking up pellets, did the last egg hatch or 
'did Max fly out yet??? 

Mollie 
I was less concerned about the tree than about the ground and exposure to the elements on the platform (which, ya gotta admit, is not natural!), but that
video has made me feel a whole lot better about even that. If need be, the babies can hide in the rosebushes or climb the metal ladders.

Annemarie 
Carlos, the Indie film maker, a la Lars Von Trier. (Breaking the Waves, all shot in dizzy hand held cam) 
BTW, Did we sign up for rose cam? 

Latrippi 
Carlos Von Trier! Funny.

CAR 
comes free with the owl box... You have to pay extra for the Donna commentary edition 
 
Fpr those who don't know - Pluots are a fairly recent development in fruit - a cross of a plum and an apricot

Annemarie 
Pluots are good, yum!

Mollie 
Looks like Carlos and donna bought the entire Jackson and Perkins catalog!

Latrippi 
With ladders to match!

CAR 

Holy buckets, Mollie - I think you're right!    

Owl Totem 

I'm getting dizzzzzy 

Will in MN 
i don't want to see this.

CAR 
you don't have to... click over to one of the other fabulous wildlife sites and come back after the Carlos and Donna show is over... 
I am so grateful to Carlos that I'll watch just about anything he does just out of respect for everything he's done.

CAR 
Hey! Carlos is doing an IPhone tour of his backyard! Col!

Annemarie 
Maybe we should take up a collection for Carlos to get a real video cam, what a pretty yard!! 

Annemarie 
Folks on the 'other' site are still wondering if they were fed last night, HA HA! Maybe they should come on over here for the real stuff! HI Carlos! 

esmerelda 
Dog barking, pigeon cooing, rooster crowing (or trying...), and owl babies cleaning up the leftovers....all is well in the world.

CAR 
Good lord, the one in the back is eating again! I would have thought that they couldn't eat another bite after that feast last night!

Will in MN 
hilo

CAR 
That rooster really slept in today - must have been up late watching Molly and McGee!

Will in MN 
they are huddled up.

YTQ 
good morning. all! Those guys really feasted last night~goodnees, what little pigs!! What wonderful parents.

James Hill 
For those of you wanting to catch up, but are afraid of spiders in the basement, 
I just uploaded the latest chat update on the wiki.   
It runs from 12:35 am PDT until 9:17am PDT. 
http://mollyowl.pbworks.com/Chat-Stream-PDFs#

Owlosaurus 
Thanks James.  I just sat down at the computer to catch up - your timing is perfect.

Dorothy 
I am one of those...afraid of spiders in the basement. 

Annemarie 

OK, I take that back about them being so 'cute and dear' during the day!  

maurmcc 
gotta run everyone - i'll leave the fun owl comments/fun/info to the rest of you - gotta do my volunteer shift at ronald mcdonald house!!!

Annemarie 
Ciao!

purdyfarms, Wa 
Any sign of the 'bunny pellet' yet? I can't believe one ate the whole thing! I had to look away, but it was educational.

Dorothy 
They seem to have very red beaks today.  hmmm

esmerelda 
woah who was that?

nancy 
two six five punt

dood fink 
no leftovers? no wrappers? no nothing?

dood fink 
i guess the soon-be-pellets would be the "packaging?"

dood fink 
"soon-to-be"

Bill in SD 

Not much left over when you swallow the food whole.  

disimmie 
Yeah, with that huge haul last night you would think there would be carcasses laying around in there!

Will in MN 
this cool

purdyfarms, Wa 
Checking in and giving my stars for the day! Changed avatar again, much better day than yesterday! Good morning all!! Cold and cloudy here in Purdy, WA. Looks
like they had plenty to eat last night/this morning!                                      

nancy 
another week or so and I'm out of here and it will be all yours Up to then give me some room to spread my wings.

esmerelda 
The little one in the corner needs air!

Owl Totem 
Owl Butt again.

Julia 
Theyre having a pow-wow. Do you think theyre talking about us?

dood fink 

yes, i think there should be a two-way mirror 

maurmcc 
board meeting in the corner !

Annemarie 
That was hilarious! Scratch, fall, scratch, fall! 
It's so funny that they are hissing and screeching all night, but have such baby peeps during the day.  

Mollie 
I'm just sayin'...

Annemarie 
I remember those big hair days! 

Mollie 
I always did have a thing for Brian Setzer. Now I guess I've got a different kind of thing for Max and her clutchmates.

esmerelda 
It is amazing how snug they can be.

maurmcc 
test flight inside the box....it's not gonna happen! 

Nancy 
some little ones really need a bath

dood fink 
they've been preening quite frequently.

Will in MN 
nothing is on the roof

maurmcc 
"Wow, fresh air on the hiney - that felt great!!"

Dorothy 
Two of them seem to be alerted to something now and then.  They look out the door and one then looks at the ceiling.  Wonder if something is on the roof?

maurmcc 
"Look up there, guys, it's a......ceiling!!"

Will in MN 
Hahahaha

Will in MN 
hilo

esmerelda 
nope

maurmcc 
here i am with my avatar!! YAY!  anyone else having "issues" with posting?

Merritt 
Yay!

Latrippi 
And your chat history is back too! Congrats!

Annemarie 
Looks good from this end.

Janeen in TN 
so...sleepy. nice to be able to use your brother as a pillow.

esmerelda 
I'll have to look more closely...

Cat 
Cool!  You can see them blink with their nictitating membrane (as opposed to the eyelids that actually close the eye).

Latrippi 
Nictitating membrane! Thanks for pointing that out and explaining. My vocabulary is increasing in unexpected ways lately!

Cat 
The nictitating membrane doesn't close from top to bottom.  It goes kinda from the top inner eye diagonally. 
 
Did you know that owls don't have "eyeballs"?  I mean, their eyes in their skulls are not round.  They are sort of long and bell-shaped, with the far end (the
light-receiving end) bigger than the front end.  So they can have more area for more light receptors.  Because the eye isn't round, owls can't move their
eyeballs in their sockets.  Therefore they have to move their heads.  Therefore the extremely flexible neck.

Latrippi 
Wow. Fascinating. I did not know that. I'd heard / learned here that they can't move their eyes in the sockets and that that's why they bob their adorable
little heads the way they do. But I couldn't imagine why that was the case. Thank you!

esmerelda 
they sure are beginning to get their faces now.

Cat 
You can kind of infer their birth order from the size of their face feathers.  Of these three, the one in the front seems youngest, the one tilting his head seems
oldest.

esmerelda 
I suppose the floor helps keep them warm.

Janeen in TN 
Can't imagine the smell....peeeuuuuu

Will in MN 
that must be a horrible smell

Will in MN 
i love watching owlets,  it is like a new sport.

Will in MN 
your right

esmerelda 
I know, Kelly....would like to have a little raking time to tidy up....I know I know, no disturbing nature!!

kelly bradley 
yeewww -it's not easy to look at the floor of that box

Mollie 
Sorry that last night's death toll is late being posted, but I absolutely had to get some gardening done or there will be no flowers for me this year. And you know
what they say: A day without flowers is like a day without pancakes. (Did I get that right?)  
 
Teneal Pardue, are you here? You need to teach Carlos how to count: There were eighteen treats dropped off last night.  
 
May1/2. Treats: 18 (new record!). Molly 8:09p, mouse; McGee 8:17p, mouse; McGee 8:30p, mouse; McGee 8:43p, gopher; Molly 9:13p, rat tease; Molly 9:29p,
rat; McGee 9:36p, rabbit; Molly 10:16p, mouse; Molly 10:31p, mouse; McGee 11:08p, mouse; McGee 11:36p, gopher; Molly 11:39p, mouse; McGee 1:17a,
rodent; Molly 1:20a, mouse; McGee 1:47, gopher; Molly 2:02a, rodent; Whoo? 3:05a mouse; Molly 3:32a, mouse.

Latrippi 

Mollie! You rule! Good morning, and thank you.   

Mollie 
Hi! Hope your conference went well. Were you a presenter or an attendee only?

Latrippi 
It was really pretty interesting, thanks. I was just attending this time. It was at the Computer History Museum in Mountain View and yesterday I got to see
a demo of Babbage's Difference Engine running! That was awesome. 

Mollie 
WOW! Clickety clackety clack I bet it went!

Mollie 
Also, thanks to Owlosaurus for this nifty tip: You can see the entire Blue Box by pressing the Ctrl key and then pressing the plus (+) key a few times to
enlarge the picture. To return to the original size, press Ctrl and then press the minus key (-) as many times as you first pressed it.

Annemarie 

Pancakes....good! Yum!    

Death toll good for owls, not so good for rodents....    

Janeen in TN 
1st time I have ever seen one "potty"

Owl Totem 
Merrit, Do you sleep?

Merritt 

Not much, lately. 

Boots 
Morning has spoken, 
Owlets have woken, 
Wish I were chipper as they. 
 
Good day owl.  Looks like I really over slept.  Maybe I'll be able to stay up all this coming night!

Janeen in TN 
flea?????

esmerelda 
What was "the action" last night?

Cat 
17 deliveries, a new record, was the "action."  Also, at once point Molly teased the kids with a rat then removed it to the platform before bringing it back
(now headless).

maurmcc 
too bad there's no replay section....or is there?  people are keeping all kinds of info in different places !

Cat 
I can't believe I used the word "kids" - they are creatures in their own right, not echoes of humans.  Sorry.

Latrippi 
Really Cat! Get a grip, will you?! But really, I think they look a lot like little goats, myself.

Latrippi 
Was that someone standing on one foot a minute ago, and swaying? 

maurmcc 
man, that floor is rising with......carnage!!

maurmcc 

reply to myself:  my avatar went away   and i can't get it back! 

Merritt 

  Your chat history is gone, too.

maurmcc 
oh, no!  my history gone forever!?  can't seem to get into the "change picture" thingy - keeps going around the swirling circes of doom!

maurmcc 
reply to myself:  am i back?

Kristi Smith 
Gotta run... see you guys later!
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